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May 3, 1994

Mr. Jonathan Levy
Federal Communications Commission \
Office of Plans & Policy 3 p R

1919 M Street, N.W. ‘Dc_ q
Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Jon:

Pursuant to your request, enclosed please find copies of
newspaper articles concerning the Denver Nugget’s pay-per-view
situation. I hope they will be helpful. .

You have also asked for information regarding Wednesday
baseball games. Enclosed please find a schedule for 1994 that
appeared in the for 1994. The
schedule for the American and National Leagues appears at pages
454-461. According to our calculations, the 1994 season will
contain 94 day games and 252 night games played on Wednesdays
throughout the season. Thus over two-thirds of the games scheduled
to be played on Wednesdays are subject to the ESPN off- air
television exclusivity blackout.

To the extent Major League Baseball (MLB) inferred that in
1989 only one-~third of the games played on Wednesdays were night
games, this is no longer the case. The gituation appears to have
reversed itself. 1In 1994 only 27 percent of the games played on
Wednesday will be day games, the remainder will be played at night.

Also, MLB's statement leaves the impression that games were
available on Wednesday night, but local stations did not want to
broadcast the games. This impression is incorrect.

MLB indicates that on average only one-third of the flagship
stations broadcasted Wednesday night baseball games in 1989. This
is a significant number. To begin with, one would expect that one-
half of the flagship stations would not be broadcasting because
they would be broadcasting a "home" game. (MLB states that most
teams like to protect the live gate.) In other words, of the 26
teams in 1989, 13 visiting teams could be expected to be seen on
their flagship stations on any given Wednesday night. Using MLB's
analysis, one-third of gll flagships, (9 visiting team flagship
stations) covering 9 games, were broadcasting on Wednesday nights
in 1989. This means that the vast majority of flagships (9 out of
13) that could be broadcasting on Wednesday nights were providing
coverage. The remaining four flagships that did not broadcast on
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any given Wednesday may have broadcast a “"day" game or the team may
have been traveling.

The point is that over the course of the season, all America
had access to their favorite local team on Wednesday nights. This

is no longer the case.

avid L. Donovan
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' Nuggets home playoff games on pay-per-view

Rucky Moundain Netas Broodcasthy Critic
! The Denver Nuggets will jump into the
potentially lucrative pa -}?er-view business
during their firat-yound home NBA playoff
series againat the Seattle SuperSonics,
Under an agreement with Prime Sports
Network, the u%gets' reg:lu cable outlet,
Game 3 against the SuperSonics and Garne
4, if necessary, will be aired an a pay-per-
view channel away from PSN's regular

channe! designation. The first two games
will be played at Seattle and won’t be pay-
per.view.

If Denver should beat Seattle and
advance in the NBA playoffs, there would be

president Tim Leiweke said.

The cost of each game will range {rom
$13-$16, depending on the charge made by
individual cable systems. Bars and res-
taurants will pay a higher flat fee through a
contract with a satallite company aligned
with PSN.

PSN will televise the Nuggets' home
games on its basie cable channel outside the
35-mile blackout radius, meaning fans in
Colorado Springs and Fort Collins can see
the x@ma on PSN without ry- ToView:

'GN-Channel 2 is scheduled to carry
all Nuggets rosd gg}en during the playoffa,

Leiweke and general manager Bob

"See NUGRETS on 58

Nuggets tickets
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more pay-per-view home games, Nuggets

- 5 other West teams have pay-per-view

NUGGETS trom 18 ing as up front as we can, It's
better to do this now, than say, a

oo, o B
en we t i
Srhen we might be challenging for

pionship.
Under the agreement, all reve-
nue from this pay-per-view ven-
ture will go to the Denver Nuggets
Community Fund for youth chari-
ties. Also, fans buying a pay-per-
“ view game can apply ge to
A “1 doigftnt%innk this is a moaey (\
our regular-season -
advertisers are reluctant ?ﬁ m venture for us ‘now,”

up those extra costa,” Thompaon :
m\;ﬂ ad m::iz t if 2% of Denver-area
vertising bud- .
gets are locked in and curreat (ADie bouseholds subacribe,  prof
advertising revenue alone will not “mb‘m -
cover the cost of broadcasting the whthcnxthm"&m-““
home But Leiweke said chise in the Western Coof
this playoff schedule does not playoffs to be invalved in some
mean 4 pay-per-view schadule for 80Tt Of pay-per-view aystem.
regular-geason games is on the Seattle and Houston have pay-
horisan, perwview during home playoff
‘That will never, never happen onﬂ.and. San Antonio
while I'm here,” Leiweke said, *'I
know a lot of fans aren’t excited
about pay-per-view, but we're be-  and playofs,

Thompson said the pay-per-view
decision was made & Em
reasgons and scheduling commit-
menta. PSN won't know the exact
date and time of the Nuggets'
home games untii Monday. The
playoffs begin April 28,

NBA rights fees for home play-
ve jumped 50% over

Craig Kuhl es-
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TV nugget: Playoff pay-per-viev

By Mike Monsos

mm??nmm bave elected to televine It’u be my_, _View }

their first home myoﬂ games in four years

only on pay-per-view, at $14.95 a game,

While that bit of news may not plesse the . ‘ p y

club's playoff-starved fans, season-ticket hold- for home Off‘s

&rs will be relleved to know the Nuggets wen't :
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1994 MAJOR LEAQUE BASEBALL

WEDNESDAY -- DAY GAMES

AMERICAN LEAGUE

GAME

DATE

Seattle at Oakland
Seattle at Texas
Seattle at Minnesota
Oakland at California
California at Oakland
California at Chicago
Texas at Chicago
Kansas City at Minnesota
Minnesota at Seattle
Minnesota at Oakland
Minnesota at California
Chicago at Oakland
Detroit at Oakland
Detroit at Minnesota
Detroit at Chicago
Toronto at Seattle
Toronto at Chicago
Baltimore at Seattle
Baltimore at Minnesota
Oakland at Detroit
Oakland at Toronto

Texas at Milwaukee

May 25
June 15
June 1
July;27
June 29
Sept. 21
June 22
Sept. 28
April 13
Sept. 7
June 8
August 10
Sept. 28
August 24

July 20

~August 24

June 8
July 20
August 3
May 12
June 1

June 1



1994 MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

WEDNESDAY -- DAY GAMES

AMERICAN LEAGUE
GAME

DATE

Texas at Detroit

Texas at New York

Kansas City at Milwaukee.

Kansas City at Detroit
Minnesota at Milwaukee
Minnesota at New York
Chicago at Béltimore
Cleveland at Detroit
Cleveland at Toronto
Cleveland at New York
Detroit at Boston |
Toronto at Boston
Baltimore at Milwaukee
Baltimore at Detroit
New York at Milwaukee
Boston at Milwaukee

Boston at Detroit

May 4
April 6
July 20
April 20
May 4
June 22
August 24
June 22
August 10
May 12
April 6
August 3
May 25
April 13
August 3
Sept. 28

June 8



MAJOR LEAQUE BASEBALL
WEDNESDAY -- DAY GAMES

NATIONAL LEAGUE

GAME

DATE

Atlanta at Chicago
Cinncinati at Chicago
Colorado at Chicago
Florida at Chicago
Houston at Chicago

Los Angeles at Chicago
Montreal at Chicago
New York at Chicago
Philadelphia at Chicago
Pittsburgh at Chicago
St. Louis at Chicago
San Diego at Chicago
San Francisco at Chicago
Montreal at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Atlanta
San Diégo at Atlanta
Colorado at Cinncinati
Houston at Cinncinati
St. Louis at Cinncinati
Chicago at Colorado
Florida at Colorado

Houston at Colorado

August 24
May 4
July 6
August 3
April 20
Sept. 14
Sept. 7
April 6
June 1
June 29
Sept. 28
May 18
August 10
July 27
May 11
June 8
Sept. 14
July 27
April 6
July 20
April 20

June 22



1994 MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

WEDNESDAY - DAY GAMES

NATIONAL LEAGUE

GAMES DATE
‘Montreal at Colorado August 24
New York at Colorado June 8
Pittsburgh at Colorado Sept. 7
San Diego at Colorado June 29
san Francisco at Colorado Sept. 28
Cinncinati at Houston June 29
St. Louis at Houston July 20
Atlanta at Montreal June 29
Los Angeles at Montreal May 4
Chicago at New York April 13
Los Angeles at New York July 20
Montreal at New York Sept. 14
St. Louis at New York June 29
San Francisco at New York May 4
Florida at Philadelphia June 29
Montreal at Philadelphia May 18
San Francisco at Philadelphia July 20
Colorado at Pittsburgh August 31
Cinncinati at St. Louis June 8
Florida at St. Louis June 15
Montreal at St. Louis June 22
Los Angeles at San Diego June 22



1994 MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

WEDNESDAY -- DAY GAMES

NATIONAL LEAGUE
GAME

DATE

Philadelphia at San Diego
Pittsburgh at San Diego
Chicago at San Francisco
Cinncinati at San Francisco
Colorado at San Francisco
Florida at San Francisco
Houston at San Francisco
Philadelphia at San Francisco
Pittsburgh at San Francisco
st. Louis at San Francisco

San Diego at San Francisco

*Source: The Complete Handbook of Baseball 1894, pp. 454-461.

July 6
June 1
Sept. 21
August 3
May 11
August 17
June 15
April 20
April 6
August 31

Sept. 14



